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Theater Ritual about Time
Guest Performances April/May 2005





V e r a n s t a l t u n g s o r t : 
Cultural Hall Vientiane
B ü h n e : 1 5 x 2 0 m  
3 Ränge, 1300 Sitzplätze
chinesische Stiftung gebaut: 2000 
hauptsächlich genutzt für offizielle und 
gesellschaftliche Anlässe durch 
Regierung und Staatsinstitutionen
...aber auch Volksfeste und Gastspiele 
(z.B. Shaolin, traditionelle Tänze, 
W e l t m u s i k , H i p H o p ,       
klassische Konzerte, etc.)    

P e r f o r m a n c e L o c a t i o n :
Culture Hall Vientiane
S t a g e : 1 5 x 2 0 m
3 arenas, seating for 1300
built by Chinese sponsors in 2000
primarily used for official and 
social functions through the 
government and state institutions
. . . but also for folk parties 
and guest performances (for instance 
Shaolin, traditional dances, 
w o r l d m u s i c , h i p h o p ,
classical concerts, etc.)



The turbulent beginning of this 
century slammed us with a 
v e h e m e n c e 
we didn‘t see coming. 
The breaking points of the human race, 
our civilisations, and our entire planet 
were never clearer than they are now. 
We feel this reality daily, 
as well as through the experiences 
our theater group has had in the past 
few years . . . Our new production 
starts at this point, a time out.





Arrival in Laos 
via Bangkok

WIth the Tuk-Tuk
underway in 
Vientiane

In what form do
we actually 
l i v e ?

What determines the rhythm of our lives?



Press conference in Novotel 

Photo for the press
with media partners and sponsors



Time Out performances 
in the Vientiane Culture Hall

Time Out is created in 
the struggle between 
constraint and release, or 
i n s a n i t y
and magic, 
the opposition between 
technocratic, uniformal 
burocracy and 
the striving for everything 
elementary and primitive.
In a world spun 
off course, antagon 
presents a new vision, 
searchng for a lost 
s p i r i t u a l i t y 
and hunting for 
a lasting happiness. 
Time Out addresses these 
themes with expressive
physical theater.



Stilt-Animals
 
Closing applause



A ramming together . . . 
. . . exchange . . .
of cultures

Where did I come from? Where am I now? Where am I going?

Time out! Take a break –
We stop the time machine, look inside 
for one moment, think, and truly feel.



Construction of the stage scenery
by our sponsor Sunlabob

Set-up in the Culture Hall



Yearning for a time that is perhaps long gone – or does it still lie ahead?
Dream or reality? It

‚
s about feelings, 

ones we want to experience again. The new 
a c t i o n t h e a t e r p e r f o r m a n c e 
that antagon has assembled melts reality with illusion 
and leads the audience into a fantastical space and time.
– A theatrical show that grabs images from the past and 
present and twists them into visions of a new and better future.



Lao-German Cultural Project
A spectacular theater show 

on the way to Vientiane

Time Out! 

Take a break.

This April the people 

of Vientiane  

will have the 

unique opportunity 

to experience a 

modern form of theater. 

The theater ensemble 

antagon theaterAKTion, 

from Frankfurt, Germany, 

uses dance and 

physical expression 

instead of words. 

They create an 

international language 

that touches audiences 

on an emotional level. 
antagon theaterAKTion (Photos: Sepp’l Niemeyer & Ruben Ballester)

Press release for magazines in Laos 



Press release for magazines in Laos 

antagon theaterAKTion asks 
the large questions about life.

The Laos premiere of the 
production Time Out will be antagon’s Time Out will be antagon’s Time Out
fi rst performance in Asia. Time Out is Time Out is Time Out
a spectacular action show that uses 
live music, stilt performances, fi lm 
projections, fi re effects, dance, and 
large, moveable stage scenery. With 
two years of performing Time Out, 
the antagon crew presents a pressing 
topic for today’s society: Time – How 
does time affect us? Always ticking, 
how do we react to the clock?

The 70-minute performance melts 
reality with illusion. The audience is 
led into a fantastical space and time. 
“We stop the time machine, look 
inside for one moment, and think,” 
explains antagon Artistic Director Mr. 
Bernhard Bub. Time Out is a show Time Out is a show Time Out
like a rollercoaster – it grabs images 

from the European past and present, 
and twists them into a vision of a 
new, powerful and changing future. 

During the 18-day visit in Laos, 
the 10 performers, 2 musicians and 
3 technicians will additionally give 
seminars about their work and hold 
theater workshops at the National 
University of Laos, collaborating with 
the Faculty of Dance and Arts, the 
Vientiane International School (VIS), 
and the Embassy of Germany.

After 15 years of cultural 
exchanges in Europe, Latin America, 
and recently in Armenia (October 
2004), antagon is excited to explore 
the similarities and differences 
between the Laos and German 
cultures. Mr. Bub visited Laos 
in February to prepare for these 
performances. He gladly talks about 
the openness and friendliness he 
experienced while in Vientiane. “The 
social life, the nature, the people in 
Laos – they fascinate the Europeans, 
because the Laos way of life 
contrasts strongly with the European 
daily reality. And from the other 
point of view, Europe is fascinating 
to people in Laos. Embracing our 
differences is a theme of our theater 
production and this visit.”

The large stage scenery was 
created specially on location for 
these performances. The antagon 
Technical Director Joscha Erker 
traveled to Laos in February to weld 

“As expected, antagon pulls the 
best our of their bag of tricks. They 
bring a raw, elementary energy to 
being alive: The metal gnashes, 
the pavement burns, and the 
performers wirl on yard-high stilts 
over the platform. The audience 
can’t avoid being spellbound.” 
(Frankfurter Rundschau, August 4, 2003)

“The whole atmosphere is 
stamped with a furry of musical 
rhythms, dance and impressive 
imagery on stage. The arena of 
the antagon theater lives from 
the constant changing of moods, 
circumstances and relationships.” 
(Trottoir Heft 40, Sept.-Nov. 2003)

Voices about Time Out from the German PressTime Out from the German PressTime Out

the metal scenery together, with 
Laos stage technicians. 

Four performances will be 
presented in the Culture Hall 
in Vientiane on April 28, 29, 30 
and May 1. Ticket prices begin 
at 3 dollars, in order to open this 
cultural event to the widest possible 
audience. All profi ts will be donated 
to an organisation that educates 
about AIDS/HIV and helps people 
who are suffering from these 
diseases, because this is a problem 
that concerns all people everywhere 
in the world.

More information, photos and 
videos are online at www.antagon.de

Where did I come from? 
Where am I now? Where am I going?



Press voices      Vientiane Times, Friday, April 22, 2005 



Press voices      Vientiane Times, Friday, April 22, 2005 



Press voices      Vientiane Times, daily, April 22 - May 1, 2005 



Press voices      Frankfurter Neue Presse, Friday, March 22, 2005 


